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Calendar    

 

 

Friday, December 23 

  Office Closed 

Saturday, December 24 

  Christmas Eve 

  8:30 pm The Music of Christmas 

  9:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 25 

  Christmas Day 

  NO 8:30 Worship Service 

  NO Sunday School 

  10:45 am Worship 

Monday, December 26 

Tuesday, December 27 

Wednesday, December 28 

Thursday, December 29 

   6:30 Bunco Christmas Party at Loganôs 

Friday, December 30 

   Office Closed 

Saturday, December 31 

   New Yearôs Eve 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2012 

   New Yearôs Day 

  9:30 Sunday School/Adults 

10:45 Worship 
  Noon - New Yearôs Good Luck Lunch 

             Black-eyed Peas and Hot Dogs 

Monday, January 2 

Tuesday, January 3 

   5:30 Scout/Church Meeting 

   6:00 CWF Night Circle  

Wednesday, January 4 

Thursday, January 5 

   5:00 Search Meeting 

   6:15 Bible Study 

   7:00 Calendar Meeting 

Friday, January 6 

   Office Closed 

Saturday, January 7 

   9:00 am-2:00 pm Tabithaôs Work Day 

Sunday, January 8 

   8:30/10:45 Worship 

   9:30 Sunday School 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 

Saturday, December 24th 

 8:30pm The Music of Christmas 

 9:00pm Christmas Eve Service 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday, December 25th 

10:45 am Worship Service 

     MERRY  CHRISTMAS! 

             From The Staff At FCC   



Welcome Visitors 

December 11 & 18, 2011 

Kay Davis 

Sam Gleason & Ava Zangara 

Bill Jenks 

John & Betty Langton 

Tim & Laura Lynch 

Dwight Malone, Ami Ramirez & Family 

Mark Meinsen 

Carol & Andy Porter 

Larry, Trenton & Tori Squiers 

The Record Speaks 

               Dec. 18        Dec. 11          Yr Ago 

  8:30 Worship          43                  56              N/A  

10:45 Worship 172                141              167 

Total               215               197              167  

   Sunday School Attendance 

                              This Week     Last Week     Yr Ago 

        78                63               76 

 
Pre Sch  3           Cornerstone             11 

Grades 1-3 5           Friendship                20  

Grades 4-6 3           Philathea                 17 

ChiRho/CYF              Hamilton                 12                   

Staff                2           New Class                 6 

   Total              79 

*** 

The Independence Visitor 

(USPS 580-940) 

Published weekly.  $10.00 per year by 

First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

125 S. Pleasant Street 

Independence, MO 64050 

Periodical postage paid at Independence MO 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes  

To the above address 

Donna Rose-Heim, Transitional Minister 

Carol LaRue, Editor 

Prayer Action Team Corner 

We will begin a new list each month.  Please let 

us know if someone wants to still be included.  

We are happy to do so. 

Prayer Action Team ñ P.A.T. 

Become a part of the P.A.T. and pray for Godõs 

work through FCC.  Contact Wilma Clark at   373-

1388 to sign up. 

Prayer List 

Search Team 

Long Range Planning Team 

All scheduled activities 

Jim Agnew 

Helen Bennett 

John Brune 

Ken Cavanah                         

Shawn Cole                     

Dorothy Cook 

Charles Goff 

Hugh Graff 

Loren Hargus 

Adam Harmon - Infant 

Bill Hoyle            

Shannon Humphrey 

John James 

Minnie Lamb 

Betty Lefler 

Louis Mannen 

Gene McVey 

Virginia Peterson 

Jerry Richards 

Jim Smith 

JoAnn Stephens 

Donna Wright 

NO CHILDRENõS SUNDAY SCHOOL ON 

DECEMBER 25th OR JANUARY 1st 

2012 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The 2012 offering envelopes are here 

and available for pick up in the library. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for your many prayers, thoughts, 

cards, and visits during my recent stay in the hos-

pital and at home.  It feels good to know others 

care and are praying for you recovery.  My heart-

felt thanks go to Rev. Donna and Martha for their 

timely visits and many telephone calls. 

We thank you so much.     ñRalph and Marilyn 

THANK YOU 

Your prayers and cards were much appreciated 

during  my daughter, Patty Fitzswaterõs illness 

and after her passing.  A special thank you to 

Martha Schmidt for her visits.   Iõve loved them 

all. 

Wishing you all at FCC a Merry Christmas. 

Betty Stephenson 

Consider donating your computer equipment to the church 

 

Some church members may get a new computer this Christmas to replace an older machine.  Please 

consider donating the older computer to the church. 

We are trying to create a computer lab in the church where all our members - the young ones to  

seniors - can have ready access to a computer that is connected to the Internet.  We think this can 

help students with homework, provide ready access to online Bible and church resources and allow 

access to valuable information and email. 

The church now has a wireless connection available on all three floors and we hope to upgrade the 

bandwidth in the New Year. 

Computers that have run one of the following operating systems - Windows XP, VISTA or Windows 7 or 

is a Macintosh - will work best.  We also would like to get a good scanner for the church. 

We are open to taking other computer equipment.  Machines that are unusable will be recycled. 

Having additional computers available for general use would be a blessing. 

Please bring or mail your 2011               

contributions to the Church by December 

30th in order to record it in 2011.       

Thank You 

Next Visitor ArticleñDue Date 

   Please have all articles or information you 
want in the next Visitor into the office by 10:00 
am on January 5th. 

Upcoming CMF Breakfast Meeting January 14, 2012                                   

òFinding Time for God and Setting Prioritiesó 

Men, plan to attend the first 2012 CMF Breakfast Meeting on Saturday, January 14 at 8 am in           

Fellowship Hall, start the year off right by making positive strides in fitting God into your busy    

schedules.  The lesson will be Biblically based, and will discuss Christian priorities, and how best to  

implement them to your unique situations. If you have any questions or want additional information, 

contact Bill Coil (836-2645), Bill Czeschin (796-6231) or Clint Shrout (229-8076).  



   
  8:30 Greet & Serve Communion 
  Decemberï Bill Czeschin & Geoff Ingram 
  January - Gordon & Delores Mann 
  8:30 Elder  
  December 25 - NO 8:30 Worship Service 
  Jan   1 - Mary Czeschin 
  Jan   8 - Tom Herrick 
  Jan  15 - Alan Lundquist 
  Jan  22 - Martha Schmidt 
  Jan  29 - Bob Shields 
  8:30 Shepherd                       
  December 25 - No 8:30 Worship Service 
  Jan   1 - Bill Czeschin 
  Jan   8 - Larry Schmidt 
  Jan 15 - Ed Ford 
  Jan 22 - Bob Shields 
  Jan 29 - Norris Shrout 

    
 
 
  10:45 Line Leader 
  December - Dee Crowley 
  January - Mary Ann Gatley 
  10:45 Serving Elder & Prayer 
  Dec 25 - Wayne Smith/Bob Shirk 
  Jan   1 - Neal Standley/Wayne Smith 
  Jan   8 - Norm Humphrey/Neal Standley 
  Jan 15 - Susan Lundquist/Norm Humphrey 
  Jan 22 - Annette Carter//Susan Lundquist 
  Jan 29 - Don Meinsen/Annette Carter 
  10:45 Deacons 
  January 
     Mike Beckner               Margaret Simms             
     Rita Livesay                  Yolanda Ferguson 
     Karen Mitchell      Roland Hughes 
     Peggy Todd                 Marla Jones 
     Kelly Fent                    Linda DeHart 
      
  10:45 Shepherd 
  December 25 - Joan Justice 
  Jan   1 - Clint Shrout 
  Jan   8 - Linda Humphrey 
  Jan 15 - Gene Theiss 
  Jan 22 - Norm Humphrey 
  Jan 29 - Gerry Richards  

 

 
Opportunities For Service 
Elders/Deacons Ministry  

     

Communion Preparation 
  December - Dee Crowley 
Hospital Communion 
  Dec 25 - Brent Schondelmeyer 
                       & Della Sellers 
  Jan   1 - Tom & Janelle Herrick 
  Jan   8 - Susan Lundquist & Linda Dehart 
  Jan 15 - Norris & Brenda Shrout 
  Jan 22 - Annette Carter & Kay Comer 
  Jan 29 - Don & Roma Meinsen 

A Reflection on 2011 

As I read the annual reports of our various committees and ministry teams to prepare for the congre-

gational meeting, it occurred to me that our church has touched the lives of many, many people in 

2011.  In my count, I easily arrive at 2,500 people (itõs probably twice that number).  These interac-

tions include weddings, anniversary and birthday celebrations, bereavements and visitations, recep-

tions, fellowship events (meals, entertainment, Trunk or Treat,  T-Bones game, hayride, ice cream 

social, church picnic, Vacation Bible School, Easter Egg hunt, Christmas Capers, etc.), clothing for 

needy children, food for needy families, Christmas gifts for families that wouldnõt otherwise have 

much to celebrate at Christmas.  Unlike events sponsored by many other organizations, these inter-

actions always have a positive impact on the participants.  I believe a positive impact on one per-

sonõs life is following Christõs commission, but more than 2,500?  Itõs difficult for me to fully grasp 

that much good.  To each of you that has given your time, skill and energy to serve others, to those 

who have given monetary gifts to provide clothes and food and fellowship to those alone or in need: 

GOD BLESS YOU and through you and those yet to become members, may First Christian Church of 

Independence continue to serve the needs of its congregation and community. 

Clint Shrout, Moderator 

CWF NIGHT CIRCLE 

Night Circle of CWF will meet Tuesday, Jan. 3, 

2012 at 5:30 pm for dinner at 54th Street Grill.  

The meeting will start at 7:00 pm at the home of 

Marla Jones.  Patty Cox will bring the study and 

Marla Jones the worship.  The Community Service 

League is the Service Project for January.  Guests 

are welcome. 

The Christmas Challenge 

You may receive this newsletter just before Christmas or perhaps right after it.  My challenge to you 

remains the same.  How can you be a gift to someone each day in the coming week?  It need not be 

large, but it may be.  It doesn't need to cost anything more than time, although it might.  You don't 

need to know the person you give to, but you can.   

What would it look like to be a gift to someone each day?  Would it make us look more like the Christ 

we serve? 

Let's make 2012 a more Christ like year of love and service.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Pastor Donna 

CWF DAY CIRCLES 

CWF day circles will meet Jan.11 @10:a.m. Medi-

tation & study will follow  in the chapel. January 

service is Community Service League. 

From the Archives 

  Board Meeting Box 

             ñTopic 1917 Itemized Budget 

            Total Budget $10,000 

       Some listed items 

       Ministerñ$3,000 

       Music Directorñ$600 

       Organistñ$420 

       Janitorñ$600 

 Signed by FCC Member, John A. Sea, 

               a prominent Independence lawyer. 

Thanks for supporting the church 

We appreciate the strong financial support and contributions from church members during 2011. 

Much has been accomplished; more than we could have imagined. 

If you want to make year-end contributions to complete a 2011 pledge or prepay on 2012 pledge, 

contributions need to be received by December 30 in order to be included on your annual contribu-

tion statement. 

We hope to have tax statements out as soon as possible in January to help early tax filers. 

If you have questions, please contact Carol LaRue at the church office. 

Congratulations to Tom & Janelle Herrick who 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 

December 17th. 



Tithes and Offerings     

to God   

       12/18/11     12/11/11 

Pledge income                     $2,632.50       $3,318.00 

Non-pledge giving                                        880.00           800.00 

Other giving/gifts              120.00           200.00 

Loose Offering            151.00             78.00 

Sunday School              42.35             49.00 

Envelopes                3.00             

Other Income            357.00  

Total Budgeted   

Receipts         4,185.85        4,445.00 

Unbudgeted        

Receipts:   

Love Fund              15.00             

Christmas            505.00             50.00 

Tabithaõs Closet            275.00  

Missions In/Out              55.00           273.00 

Memorial Fund              

Childrenõs Church                          21.00  

   Total Deposit        $5,035.85      $4,789.00  

ADVENT SEASON   
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

RESTORING THE JOY  

 
 
Christmas Eve 
Saturday, 12/24ñ9 p.m. 
Candle light worship with hand bells and      
special music 
 
 
Christmas Day 
Sunday, 12/25ñ10:45 a.m. Worship 
Join in carols and celebration as we 
worship and give thanks       
Together on Christõs birthday! 
 
 
New Years Day Worship 
Sunday, 1/1/12ñ10:45 a.m. 
NoonñBlack-eyed Peas and Hot Dogs- New 
Yearsõ Good Luck Lunch 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone for all of the 

beautiful cards, thoughts and prayers.  It has 

brightened our days in so many ways.  May God 

bless you all! 

Sincerely, 

Betty Lefler & Family 
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January Birthdays to Celebrate 

Janelle Herrick     1 
Barbara Brown     3 
Pam Morgan     3 
Farrel Rush     4 
Norris Shrout     4 
Mary Czeschin     7 
Geoff Ingram     9 
Pat Hargus   15 
Barney Kinkade  15 
John Livesay   17 
Jerry Newport   18 
Carol Kinkade   20 
Herbert Hazelrigg  21 
Lucy Thomson   21 
Wayne Tibbetts  22 
Virginia Peterson  23 
Helen Coil   29 
Joe Gatley   29 
Genevieve Lanphear  29 
Julie Parker   29 
Mike Beckner   31 
Bob Shirk   31 
Larry Vader   31 
 

Happy  Birthday! 
If your name is not on the list, please call 

the Church Office. 

Please help Genevieve Lanphear  

celebrate her 99th birthday on 

 January 29th, by sending her a birthday 

card or giving her a call wishing her a 

Happy 99th  Birthday!  

Genevieve Lanphear - 373-0848 

4216 S McCoy, 64055 
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