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Calendar    
 
Thursday, January 12 

   5:00 Search Team Meeting 

Friday, January 13 

   Office Closed 

Saturday, January 14 

   8:00 CMF 

Sunday, January 15 

   8:30/10:45 Worship 

   9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Children’s Worship Service 

Monday, January 16 

Tuesday, January 17 

 10:00-2:00 Tabitha’s Closet 

   5:30 Administrative Board 

   6:30 Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, January 18 

    6:00 Bell Choir 

    7:00 Chancel Choir 

Thursday, January 19 

   5:00 Search Team Meeting 

Friday, January 20 

   Office Closed 

Saturday, January 21 

Sunday, January 22, 2012 

   8:30/10:45 Worship 

   9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Children’s Worship Service 

 12:00 Youth Group 

Monday, January 23 

6:00 Spirit Quest 

Tuesday, January 24 

 10:00-2:00 Tabitha’s Closet 

   6:00-8:00pm Program Council/Calendering 

Wednesday, January 25 

   6:00 Bell Choir 

   7:00 Chancel Choir 

Thursday, January 26 

   5:00 Search Team Meeting 

Friday, January 27 

  Office Closed 
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"When all the noise is gone there is only God. "~Author Unknown   

Listen.  What do you hear?  Could it possibly be silence? 

On January 1 in worship, we talked about seeking God in the midst of silence.  So much of life is filled 

with the noises of phones, TVs, emails (reading can be a form of noise), Tweets, words, etc.  When do we 

really take time to listen for the still, small, life transforming voice of God?   

Faith that really transforms us is rooted in an availability to hear and respond to God.  To do this, we need 

to create a space of silence when we really listen - I mean really listen for God. 

 On January 1, many of you made a commitment to be silent for 5-15 minutes each day in 2012.  If you 

have not yet made that commitment, I  hope you will.  Churches that are thriving in God's Spirit are thriv-

ing because individuals are choosing to go deeper into God.  If you want First Christian to thrive (and I am 

sure you do),  I invite you to dive into the silence each day and really listen.  When you hear something, I 

invite you to share it with others in the church.  Who knows how something you hear in the silence may 

help someone else? 

There are many ways to enter into silence.  Some silently repeat a word or phrase, such as "Amen" or "God 

is in my heart and mind" or "Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me a sinner" until the mind settles into a 

stillness.  Still others are attentive to their breathing until the mind quiets.  If you find your mind wonder-

ing off, gently remind yourself of the gift of silence and return to listen. 

In my first couple of days of silence, I was surprised by a word that came that I was not anticipating - 

"forgiveness."  As I have sat in silence, or exercised or drove back and forth, it seems that I am becoming 

aware of areas and people (including myself) that I need to forgive.  I'm not sure how long God and I will 

focus on forgiveness, but I am grateful that I slowed down and got quiet long enough for God to "niggle" 

me.   

 How about you?  What is God sharing with you in the silence? 

"We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See 

how nature - trees, flowers, grass - grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how they move 

in silence.... We need silence to be able to touch souls." ~Mother Teresa  

Abundant Blessings to You, 

 Pastor Donna Rose-Heim 



Welcome New Visitors 

December 25, 2011 & January 01 & 08, 2012 

Sheri Clark 

Brian Moore 

Bill Rose-Heim 

Nathan Rose-Heim 

Zach Rose-Heim 

Cindy Springer 

Tori Squiers 

Steven Van Camp 

Steve & Darcy Zinter 

The Record Speaks 

             Jan. 08     Jan. 01     Dec. 25     Yr Ago 

  8:30 Worship          42          N/A          N/A          30 

10:45 Worship 139          112           104           97 

Total               181          112          104        127 

   Sunday School Attendance 

                              This Week     Last Week     Yr Ago 

        91              N/A               78 
 
Pre Sch  7          Cornerstone             12 

Grades 1-3 7          Friendship                20  

Grades 4-6 4          Philathea                 19 

ChiRho/CYF             Hamilton                 10                   

Staff                           Raymond’s Class        6 

                                         Word Search             5 
    
   Total             79 

*** 

The Independence Visitor 

(USPS 580-940) 

Published weekly.  $10.00 per year by 

First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

125 S. Pleasant Street 

Independence, MO 64050 

Periodical postage paid at Independence MO 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes  

To the above address 

Donna Rose-Heim, Transitional Minister 

Carol LaRue, Editor 

Prayer Action Team Corner 

We will begin a new list each month.  Please let 

us know if someone wants to still be included.  

We are happy to do so. 

Prayer Action Team — P.A.T. 

Become a part of the P.A.T. and pray for God’s 

work through FCC.  Contact Wilma Clark at   373-

1388 to sign up. 

Prayer List 

Search Team 

Long Range Planning Team 

All scheduled activities 

Jim Agnew 

Helen Bennett 

John Brune 

Ken Cavanah                         

Shawn Cole   

Dick & Marlene Gardner                

Charles Goff 

Hugh Graff 

Loren Hargus 

Adam Harmon - Infant 

Shannon Humphrey 

John James 

Minnie Lamb 

Betty Lefler 

Louis Mannen 

Gene McVey 

Betty Miller 

Virginia Peterson 

Ami Ramirez 

Jim Smith 

JoAnn Stephens 

Donna Wright 

Next Visitor Article—Due Date 

   Please have all articles or information you 
want in the next Visitor into the office by 
10:00 am on January 23rd. 

Tabitha's News 
 

We start the New Year with many new records, developments, donations, and challenges.  We 

served 1226 children, Aug 15 to Dec 20. Providing for these families is only possible with the help of 

many people and organizations, in and outside FCC.  Our list of contributing community members is 

increasing in number and amounts given. 
 

One shining example! Lailah and Hadley Stoneburner made bookmarks, key chains, and potholders 

and offered them for donations to Tabitha's.  $182.11 was collected by 2 little girls with hearts of 

gold and parents who supported them. 
 

Public awareness of this ministry is growing also.   While in line at Target, buying $850  worth of 

shoes, hats and gloves, the patient woman behind asked if I was buying these items for the home-

less. I told her some were homeless and our church has a clothes closet for the Independence School    

District.  She asked "Is that First Christian Church?  I know all about that!" 
 

Please keep this ministry in your prayers as we continue to grow and serve. 

Blessings Abound! 

CMF Breakfast Meeting this  

Saturday, January 14, 2012 on                                           

―Finding Time for God and   

Setting Priorities‖ 

Men, plan to attend the first 2012 CMF Break-

fast Meeting this Saturday, January 14 at 8 am 

in Fellowship Hall. Start the year off right by 

making positive strides in fitting God into your 

hectic schedules. The Biblically based lesson 

will include discussion of Christian priorities, 

and how best to implement them for your 

unique situations. If you have any questions or 

want additional information, contact Bill Coil 

(836-2645), Bill Czeschin (796-6231) or Clint 

Shrout (229-8076).  

Tentative 2012  

CMF Meeting Schedule 

January 14    May 12*    September 8  

February 11    June 9    October 13* 

March 10    July 14    November 10  

April 14    August 11         December 8 

    

Note: All activities are Saturday Breakfast 

Meetings except * which indicates a Service 

Project. 

―Sunday Game Day and 2012 

Chili Cook Off‖  

Coming January 29 

The ―Sunday Game Day and 2012 Chili Cook 

Off‖ will take place after the 10:45 A.M. Wor-

ship    Service, January 29.  Chili, dessert and 

drink will be provided. All you need to provide 

is your appetite, and optional game and/or 

your chili if you wish to enter the cook off.  

Games will also be provided. 

This is an ideal time to bring a friend, have 

excellent fellowship, and enter the chili cook 

off for the opportunity to be crowned ―2012 

FCCI’s Chili Champion‖ (a very prestigious 

award since our cooks and chefs are among the 

top in the area).  Make plans now to attend, 

and be part of the festivities. 



   
  8:30 Greet & Serve Communion 
  January - Gordon & Delores Mann 
  8:30 Elder  
  Jan  15 - Alan Lundquist 
  Jan  22 - Martha Schmidt 
  Jan  29 - Bob Shields 
  8:30 Shepherd                       
  Jan 15 - Ed Ford 
  Jan 22 - Bob Shields 
  Jan 29 - Norris Shrout 
 

    
  10:45 Line Leader 
  January - Mary Ann Gatley 
  10:45 Serving Elder & Prayer 
  Jan 15 - Susan Lundquist/Norm Humphrey 
  Jan 22 - Annette Carter//Susan Lundquist 
  Jan 29 - Don Meinsen/Annette Carter 
  10:45 Deacons 
  January 
     Mike Beckner               Margaret Simms             
     Rita Livesay                  Yolanda Ferguson 
     Karen Mitchell      Roland Hughes 
     Peggy Todd                 Marla Jones 
     Kelly Fent                    Linda DeHart 
  10:45 Shepherd 
  Jan 15 - Gene Theiss 
  Jan 22 - Norm Humphrey 
  Jan 29 - Gerry Richards  

 

 
Opportunities For Service 
Elders/Deacons Ministry  

     

Communion Preparation 
  January - Jay & Dee Crowley 
Hospital Communion 
  Jan 15 - Norris & Brenda Shrout 
  Jan 22 - Annette Carter & Kay Comer 
  Jan 29 - Don & Roma Meinsen 

Tithes and Offerings     

to God     

  01/08/12 01/01/12 12/31/11     12/25/11 

Pledge income                      3,280.00        4,453.25           415.00        1,240.08 

Non-pledge giving                                        615.00           475.00             445.00 

Other giving/gifts                20.00           140.00            225.00 

Loose Offering              59.35             64.00              60.90 

Sunday School              50.00             

Envelopes              64.00           121.00               3.00 

2012 Prepaid Pledges          2,000.00              600.00 

Other Income             296.57  

Total Budgeted   

Receipts        4,088.35       5,253.25       2,711.57      2,573.98 

Unbudgeted        

Receipts:     

Love Fund                 4.00 

Christmas             155.00           207.00 

Tabitha’s Closet            182.11            640.00           922.00 

Missions In/Out              15.00               62.00 

Other Designated               28.00             32.83 

   Total Deposit        4,285.46       5,253.25       3,534.57       3,801.81 

Raymond’s Reflection 

The Week of the Laity is coming up soon and we will be celebrating this event on January 22.  The 
first question which may come to mind is, ―So what has laity got to do with anything?‖ To which the 
emphatic answer is, ―Everything!!‖  Without your efforts, this church wouldn’t be much of a church 
at all – if it even existed.  Laity is what drives the church and makes the church a faith community.  
For all the things ministers do, it’s laity that ultimately makes all things possible.  Both Pastor Donna 
and I are very, very fortunate to have a good, solid laity at this church.  We thank God for each and 
every one of you and are very confident that the next minister you call will be blessed by your ser-
vice.  I know that sometimes it seems like the work never gets done, but your service is keeping this 

church vital.  This is a great church and you’re the reason why! 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Raymond 

Word Search 
New Sunday School Class Begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God Himself.” 

John 1:1 

It’s a new year and there’s a new Sunday School Class 
at First Christian Church!  The new class Word Search 
focuses on exactly what the class title suggests—
searching the Bible’s ―wonderful words of life.‖  If 
you are looking for a Sunday school class or you just 
desire an informal, small-group connection with fel-
low believers eager to learn more about God’s Word, 
plan to attend the class in Room #206 during the Sun-
day school hour.  As Pastor Donna encouraged on New 
Year’s Day, a closer walk with our Lord should be an 
important goal in all our lives.   Studying God’s Holy 
Word will help our spiritual growth as we discover and 
rediscover the amazing wisdom and truth of the Bible 
and how it applies to our lives today.  If you have 
questions, contact Brenda Shrout @804.1960 or Norris 

Shrout @ 807.5074. 

 JESUS S JESUS 

 JESUS E JESUS 

 JESUS A JESUS 

 JE WORD  SUS 

 JESUS C JESUS 

 JESUS H JESUS 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for such a great celebration of 
Christmas!  I really appreciate the cards, 
gifts and well wishes.  Blessings to all of 

you in 2012! 

Pastor Donna 

Planning Council Meets 

All committee chairs and a representative 
of fellowship groups and ministries are 
requested to attend an annual Planning 
Council meeting on Tuesday, Jan 24.  A 
light supper will be served at 6 p.m. and 
meeting will be from 6:30 to 8.  Please 
bring the important dates of 2012 with 
you as we work together to create a    
calendar that builds all of FCC's          

ministries. 

2012 Memorial Flowers 

For those who are signed up for Memorial 
Flowers, please check the calendar in the 
middle office to make sure you are signed 
up for the Sunday you want.  If you have 
not signed up there are still dates avail-
able.  Please contact Delta Hope Larsen 



     For the care and support I receive daily from 

all of you and especially for the Christmas       

remembrances, I humbly Thank You all.  It is my 

privilege to serve this congregation. 

    Martha Schmidt 

Dear Friends, 

     The Christmas season brings many special 

gatherings in our homes and at church.  The joys 

of the holidays are brightened even more by the 

kindness shown toward me through your thought-

ful words, cards, and gifts. 

     Thank you for adding to the joys of Christmas 

and may 2012 bring many good things to your 

lives. 

         David Wade 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!! 

     This has been a special year for me, work-

ing for and with my church family.  I appreci-

ate all of the support that you have given me.  

I would like to thank you for the cards and 

gifts that were given to me during the    

Christmas season.  Wishing you all a great 

2012!  

                                                Carol LaRue 

 

From the Archives 

Minister’s Box 

     In a letter to pastor Timothy Murtough, in 1996 Margaret Brown Goolsby states that FCC of  

Independence was the first to honor a woman Elder, Mrs. Gregg.   

     Mrs. Goolsby’s parents were Robert D. Brown and Maude Springer Brown.  Mr. Brown was presid-

ing Elder for 20 years at FCC and Mrs. Brown was Superintendent of the Jr. Dept. Sunday School of 25 

members. 

     Mr. Brown was a lawyer in the N.Y. Life Building until his retirement.  Mrs. Brown was very active 

in the Ladies Aid. 

    Question: Could it be possible the Maude S. Browning Society was named after Mrs. Brown?  

Visitor Article – A Season of Giving 

It was again a very special holiday experience for us to coordinate donations to our adopted fami-

lies.  There are so many AMAZING people in this church family!  ―Thank you‖ to each and every 

one of you who donated, shopped and wrapped the presents for our six families (28 individuals) 

adopted from the Child Abuse Prevention Association. 

 Every family member received at least one outfit (top/shirt/sweater and pants/jeans) and each 

child received age-appropriate books, arts and crafts supplies in addition to their ―wish list‖ 

items.  Each family also received bowling and restaurant certificates and a box of groceries     

including paper goods and detergents.  An anonymous church member continued her yearly      

tradition making fleece throws for each of the 28 family members, selecting special patterns and 

colors for each person! 

We can’t forget to thank our ―Sleigh Team‖ who packed up and delivered the gifts to CAPA! 

Our mission project definitely made a difference not only in the lives of our six families, but in 

everyone who opened their hearts and wallets to share in the generosity of the season! 

Thank you to all! 

Annette Carter & Norma Tibbetts 

Cornerstone Class to study Adam Hamilton’s 
―When Christians get it wrong.‖ 

   The Cornerstone Sunday School Class invites all adults to join us in studying Adam Hamilton’s   

Curriculum and Video Series.  The class meets upstairs in the Youth Room starting Sunday, January 

15.  The video series discusses why more and more adults have opted out of Christianity and the 

church which too often is caused by Christians.  The unique insight will help all Christians become 

better Disciples of Christ as we plant seeds in furthering God’s work. For information, contact Pam 

Gibson, Mary Czeschin, Wilma Clark or any member of the Cornerstone Class. 

THANK YOU  

     A special thank you goes out to FCC from 

all the staff for our Christmas gifts. 

                                       The Staff 

Proposed New Board of Directors 2012 

Officers       Administrative Cabinet 
Moderator   Clint Shrout                        Jay Crowley 
Vice Moderator  Bob Shirk                           Norm Humphrey 
Secretary   Patty Cox                           Neal Standley 
Treasurer   Mary Czeschin 
 
Deacons     Elders 
Steve Clark  Gordon Mann Harold Doubledee 
Kay Comer  Rue Ann Miller Susan Lundquist 
Jennifer DeHart Karen Mitchell Norm Humphrey 
Linda DeHart  Margaret Simms Don Meinsen 
Robert Greene Peggy Todd  Brenda Shrout 
Delores Mann Jean Wright  Norris Shrout 
 
Junior Deacons                      Trustees 
Emma McClellan                                     Bill Czeschin     
Emery Staton                                          John Marquardt 
Ellis Staton 
Grace Tibbetts  
 
Nominating Chairperson 2012           Regional Representatives 
Susan Marquardt                                  Larry and Martha Schmidt 


